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Gameathon survives Army 
withdrawl of funding.
Final candidate interviewed 
in search of judicial affairs 
officer. page 3A
    Courting 
    candidates
▼
A bill banning domestic 
partner benefits passed in 
the Senate. A look at how 
Western views the bill.
How campus political 
groups view  politics in their 
parties. page 1B
   Super Tuesday▼
FRANKFORT – President Gary 
Ransdell and five other Kentucky 
university presidents addressed seven 
House members Thursday in response 
to Gov. Steve Beshear’s recommended 
budget cuts.
Morehead State University President 
Wayne Andrews spoke first, outlining the 











members of the 
General Assembly 
are anxious to 
go home and tell 
your constituents 
that Kentucky 
is going to turn 
back the clock 
by taking higher 
education funding 
back to the level it 
was in 1998,” he said. 
Ransdell described the impact of a 
15 percent cut, a $12.5 million cut for 
Western.
He told members of the House 
subcommittee that the $5.6 million cuts of 
2002, 2003 and 2004 have already gleaned 
any spare money out of Western’s budget.
“There is no fat; there is no belt 
tightening,” Ransdell said. “Important 
programs will be history. People will lose 
jobs, and students will be turned away.”
The presidents didn’t say what would 
be cut from the budgets.  “We will not 
make across the board cuts that would 
weaken strong programs,” Ransdell said.
HOLLY BROWN
Herald reporter
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“There is no 





People will lose 
jobs, and 




Campus police said Monday that they 
believe the same man committed a string 
of sexual assaults against women in the 
13th Avenue and Center Street areas, 
said Capt. Mike Dowell, communications 
officer for campus police. 
Police describe the man as college-
aged, approximately 6’ 1” to 6’ 3”, of 
medium build, with short, light brown or 
blond hair and last seen wearing black 
sweat pants and a black sweatshirt.
Campus police have increased patrols 
in the area, Dowell said. 
Campus police are advising women 
not to walk alone in the 13th Avenue and 
Center Street areas. 
The latest assault, shortly after 11 
a.m. Thursday at Center Street near 14th 
Avenue, was the man’s “boldest,” Dowell 
said.
The man grabbed the woman from 
behind and stuck his hand down in her 
pants, Dowell said.
The man also tried to grab her purse, 
according to a report by the Bowling 
Green Police Department.
A witness said she saw the assault from 
her apartment on Center Street, the report 
stated.
The report said the witness observed 
the suspect grab the woman from behind. 





patrol in area 
of sexual assault
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President Gary Ransdell said 
in an e-mail that the decision to 
eliminate the men’s soccer team 
is final, but the team isn’t backing 
down.
The team has planned a rally for 5:30 
p.m. today. They will meet at parking 
structure 2 and march to Ransdell’s house 
to picket.
The cut is the first of many budget 
reductions at Western. It’s part of Western’s 
attempt to meet the mandatory 3 percent 
budget cut ordered by Gov. Steve Beshear 
because of an imbalance in the state budget.
Ransdell is expected to release an e-
mail today detailing further cuts, General 
Counsel Deborah Wilkins said.
The men’s soccer program was chosen to 
be cut because it’s the only intercollegiate 
program not supported by the Sun Belt 
Conference, Athletics Director Wood 
Selig said.
Each player on scholarship can keep 
the full amount of his scholarship for the 
remainder of his education at Western.
David Holmes, will lose the 
coaching job he’s had since 1984, 
but the athletics department hopes to 
find another position for Holmes at 
Western, Selig said.
Ransdell said he hopes this is the 
only cut that will result in the loss 
of a job, but has said previously he 
expected other positions to be cut. 
Selig said Western wanted to 
make the decision as soon as 
possible to give players time to 
transfer if they decide to, and 
because tomorrow is national 
signing day for high school 
students who might intend to 








Gift to engineering depart-
ment creates Western’s 
second fully endowed 
College HeigHts HeraldPage 2A February 5, 2008






M K CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK
-Graduate Student Lecture Series: Rayshawn Ray, 1 p.m., DUC 340
-Kentucky Center for Mathematics Training, 8 a.m., Ag Expo Center
-Minority Future on the Hill, 7 p.m., Mass Media Auditorium
-Pesticide Licensing Exam, 10 a.m., Ag Expo Center
-Women’s Basketball vs. North Texas, Denton, Texas
-Apple OS X Leopard Demonstration, 1:30-3:30 p.m., 6-8 p.m., Mass Media and Technology Hall Auditorium
-Kentucky Center for Mathematics Training, 8 a.m., Agricultural Exposition Center
-Lecture: Jim Ellis, 7 p.m., DUC Theater
-Milk Hauler Training, 8 a.m, Ag Expo Center
-Student Government Association Student Senate, 5 p.m., Downing University Center, Room 305
-Sigma Phi Epsilon Queen of Hearts Pageant, 7 p.m., Van Meter Auditorium
-Beyond UFOs, 7 p.m., Van Meter Auditorium
-Caving Southern Kentucky, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Preston Center
-Indoor Track and Field at MTSU Invitational, Murfreesboro, Tenn.
-Indoor Track and Field at Tyson Invitational, Fayetteville, Ark.
-Lone Star Rodeo, 2 p.m. and 8 p.m., Ag Expo Center
-Men’s Tennis v. Belmont, 7 p.m.
-Women’s Tennis v. Evansville, 3 p.m.
-Black History Month Film Series: “Hardwood: A Black Family’s Story,” 11:30 a.m., Cherry Hall, Room 125
-Department of Highway Public Meeting, 4 p.m., Ag Expo Center
-Men’s Basketball v. North Texas, 7 p.m., Denton, Texas
-Black History Month Film Series: “Hardwood: A Black Family’s Story,” 11:30 a.m., Cherry, Room 125
-Indoor Track and Field at Tyson Invitational, Fayetteville, Ark.
-Lone Star Rodeo, 8 p.m., Ag Expo Center
-Lone Star Rodeo, 2 p.m., Ag Expo Center
-Men’s Tennis v. Cumberland








The calendar runs every Tuesday. Send your event post request by 3 p.m. Monday to calendar@chherald.com.
WHAT’S GOING ON?
Arrests
uGeorge B. Harkness, Keen 
Hall, was arrested in his dorm 
room on Feb. 3 on charges of 
possession of marijuana and 
possession of drug parapherna-
lia. He was released from the 
Warren County Regional Jail on 
Feb. 3 on a $1,000 cash bond.
uKevin J. McCall, 
Evansville, Ind., was arrested 
on Feb. 3 on charges of alcohol 
intoxication in a public place 
in front of Poland Hall. He 
was released from the Warren 
County jail on Feb. 3 on time 
served.
uJohn W. Akin, Franklin, 
was arrested on Feb. 3 on 
charges of alcohol intoxication 
in a public place and posses-
sion of marijuana in the Keen 
lobby. He was released from the 
Warren County jail on Feb. 3 on 
a $500 unsecured bond.
uClayton R. Cadarette, 
Louisville, was arrested on 
Feb. 2 on charges of alcohol 
intoxication in a public place at 
the Hilltop Shop on Kentucky 
Street. He was released from 
the Warren County jail on Feb. 
3 after five hours.
uWilliam J. Link, 
Lexington, was arrested on 
Feb. 2 on charges of reck-
less driving, driving under the 
influence and possession of an 
alcoholic beverage by a minor 
at the Meredith Hall service 
drive. He was released from 
the Warren County jail on Feb. 
3 on a $200 cash bond.
uGared L. Croley, 
Scottsville, was arrested Feb. 2 
on charges of careless driving, 
possession of an open container 
in a motor vehicle and driving 
under the influence under age 21 
at Nashville Road and Lansdale 
Avenue.  He was released from 
the Warren County jail on Feb. 
2 on a $250 cash bond.
uDennis D. Dombrowski, 
McCormack Hall, was arrest-
ed on Jan. 30 on charges of 
possession of marijuana in 
McCormack. He was released 
from the Warren County jail on 
Jan. 31 on a court order.
Reports
uThomas Claggett, 
McCormack, reported on Feb. 
4 the theft of an ipod and case 
from his room. The value of the 
theft was $190.
uA female reported 





Number of people sent to the 






Number of ridges on a dime.
118
32
Number of muscles in a cat’s 
ear.
27
Number of movies Jim Carrey 
has been in. 
HERALD your source for news on the Hill
Founder of a black swim team to speak 
today at Western
In light of black history month, Jim Ellis, 
founder of a black swim team, will be speak-
ing to interested students, after a showing of the 
movie “Pride,” which is based on true events of 
his life. The movie will begin at 7 p.m. today in 
the Downing University Theatre followed by the 





Number of sentences spoken by 
Arnold Schwarzenegger in “The 
Terminator.”
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FACULTY & STAFF
Western committee 
interviews final judicial 
affairs candidates
GREEK LIFE
AGRs in dispute over 
district housing review
The search continued this 
week for a director of judicial 
affairs, a position which will 
handle violations of student 
codes and university policies 
outside of the dorms.
The final decision will be 
made before the spring semes-
ter ends, said Charley Pride, 
director of student activities and 
organizations.
 The judicial affairs officer 
will oversee the university dis-
ciplinary committee, which is 
responsible for suspending or 
expelling a student.
Thursday, the Director 
of Judicial Affairs Search 
Committee held a campus 
forum in Potter Hall to inter-
view Michael Crowe.
Crowe is associate director 
of residence life at Vanderbilt 
University. He also worked at 
Virginia Tech.
Crowe graduated from 
Western in 1996 and again as a 
graduate student in 2000.
He said he got into judicial 
affairs through working with 
Howard Bailey, associate vice 
president of student affairs and 
development.
“I know my philosophy will 
fit,” he said.
That philosophy is “educa-
tional, not punitive.”
“I want the student to under-
stand and gain knowledge,” he 
said. “I want to look at the cau-
sation, not the consequence.”
Crowe said he wants to get 
to know students. He said if he 
were hired, he would be where 
students are.
Crowe said he hopes to 
become a person students can 
come to. 
“It’s great to work with 
students in a judicial setting 
and create a transformational 
moment,” he said.
Monday, the search commit-
tee interviewed Jamie Pontius-
Hogan.
Pontius-Hogan is the associate 
director of student judicial affairs 
at the University of Tennessee. 
She also worked at the University 
of Miami in Florida.
Pontius-Hogan received her 
master’s from Western in 2003. 
“I’m very fortunate for the 
opening at Western,” she said.
While at Western, she worked 
under Bailey and C.J. Woods, 
former director of diversity pro-
grams.  
She said working under 
Bailey and Woods helped her 
realize judicial affairs was the 
place her interests could meet 
her job.
“I really think it’s the most 
rewarding place to work,” 
Pontius-Hogan said.
Pontius-Hogan said she is 
very interested in character 
development. 
She said she wants to help 
students learn about themselves 
outside of the classroom.
“I think you really see the 
change in the students you 
reach,” she said.
She said mental health issues 
are huge right now. She also 
said there is an increase in pre-
scription drugs, like Adderall, 
among students.
On Jan. 28, Laura Sosh-
Lightsy from Middle Tennessee 
State University interviewed 
with the committee.
Bailey will make the final 
decision. 
Reach Ryan W. Hunton 
at news@chherald.com.
Alpha Gamma Rho frater-
nity, which returned to campus 
from suspension in November, 
is in a dispute with the City-
County Planning Commission 
of Warren County.
When AGR was removed by 
Western in February 2006, the 
1436 Chestnut St. location didn’t 
go through an annual review by 
the University District Review 
Committee, said Jonathan Britt, 
planning group manager.
AGR was suspended for 
alcohol violations, psychologi-
cal hazing and nudity. A mem-
ber told police a goat was used 
to convince pledges that they 
were going to have sex with it, 
but there was no evidence of 
actual sex with the goat.
The group returned on pro-
bationary status after serving 
18 months of the original three-
year suspension.
AGR is treated as a new 
entity because of the suspen-
sion and must fill out a new site 
application and pay a $250 fee, 
Britt said.
The new application includes 
a complete building and fire 
inspection and neighborhood 
surveys, he said.
Every organization with 
a house must go through a 
University District review 
annually. There are about 23 
organizations in the University 
District.
“The 22 other organizations 
didn’t seem to 
have an issue,” 
he said.
AGR could 
face fines, but 




Jenks Britt, who 
is of no relation 




they’ve been asked to do by the 
alumni association.
“The contention is they’re 
saying we’re a new entity, but 
we’ve owned the house since 
1965,” he said. “Even during 
the period when we were off 
campus, we had renters in that 
house.”
AGR has completed every-
thing except the neighborhood 
survey, he said. The organization 
has spent $3,000 on improve-
ments, and the fire department 
and housing inspectors will 
inspect the house this week.
“They make it sound like we 
haven’t complied,” he said. “We 




the owners of the 








tion won’t affect 
AGR’s proba-
tionary status.
Western is working to make 
sure the situation is resolved and 
all the paperwork is completed, 
said Charley Pride, director of 
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The witness left her apart-
ment to help the woman, who 
was too upset to talk to the 911 
operator, according to the report. 
The witness gave the operator a 
description of the man.
In the two previous assaults 
on Jan. 10 and Jan. 25, a man 
ran up behind the women and 
groped them between the legs, 
police reports stated.
The Jan. 10 assault hap-
pened at 10:09 p.m., as the 
victim entered the Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon fraternity house, police 
reports stated. 
The man had followed her 
down a nearby alley.
The Jan. 25 assault hap-
pened at Center Street near 14th 
Avenue at 11:52 a.m.
Police received several tips 
that are being followed up on con-
cerning the man, Dowell said.
Dowell declined to elabo-
rate because the investigation is 
ongoing.
Women should be aware of 
their surroundings and report 
suspicious activity, including 
people loitering, Dowell said.
The campus police escort 
service is available 24 hours a 
day by calling 745-3333.
Police urge anyone with 
any information to contact 
campus police at 745-2548, 
or the Bowling Green Police 
Department at 393-4000.




ing we’re a new 
entity, but we’ve 
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The Herald encourages 
readers to write letters and 
commentaries on topics of 
public interest.  Here are 
a few guidelines:
 
1. Letters should not exceed 
   250 words, and commentaries 
   should be 700-800 words.
2. Originality counts. Please 
   don’t submit plagiarized work.
3. For verification, letters and 
   commentaries MUST include 
   your name, phone number,
   home town and classification 
   or title.
4. Letters may not run in every 
   edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right 
   to edit all letters for style, 
   grammar, length and clarity. 
   The Herald does NOT print 
   libelous submissions.
DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed 
in this newspaper 
DO NOT reflect those 
of Western’s employees 
or of its administration.
POLLPEOPLE
"That was a very unfair 
dirty move, especially for 
all the guys who played. 
I was shocked to hear 
that."
"I think it's unfair just 
because a sport isn't as 
popular as basketball or 
football, it gets cut."
"I just don't think the uni-
versity should give up that 
easily on the soccer team. 
Every school has it. I don't 
see why we should get rid 
of it."
"Well they are making a 
whole new stadium for the 


















What do you think about 
the soccer team being 
cut?
Soccer is more than a sport. It's a community and a 
family that the vast majority of the students on campus 
have a kinship with. Most of the students at Western 
grew up playing soccer. Parents embraced it because 
we spent more time huddled together, running the 
wrong way and less time playing video games. Youth 
soccer taught teamwork, patience, winning and losing 
by kicking a ball up and down those fields. We cried 
over scraped knees and told jokes over juice boxes 
and orange slices. We were part of the experience. 
That's one reason Western's plan to drop soccer hit the 
campus so hard.
Western’s men’s soccer program has deep roots 
in Bowling Green’s soccer community. The team has 
been around for 26 years with a 48.4 percent winning 
percentage. They have more wins than any other colle-
giate men’s soccer program in Kentucky. Some play-
ers, like Steve Henson, have gone on to be very active 
in the community. Henson graduated from Western 
after playing for the Toppers for four years, and is now 
the director of Southern Kentucky Soccer.
The team also has a history of academic excellence. 
Last semester they had three students with 4.0 GPA’s 
and currently have the highest cumulative GPA of any 
Western male sports team. “Our coach emphasizes 
good grades,” team captain Dustin Downey said.
Being “a leading American university with inter-
national reach,” it's odd that Western made the deci-
sion to cut the most internationally significant sport. 
Students like Benard Airo from Nairobi, Kenya have 
come to Western for an education and have found 
friendship through playing on Western’s soccer team.
The official reason for red carding the men’s soccer 
team was to make all of Western’s teams members of 
the Sun Belt Conference. The unfortunate part is that 
the men’s soccer team moved to the Missouri Valley 
Conference from the Sun Belt in 1997 through no 
fault of its own. The team was forced to leave the 
conference because the Sun Belt elected to end its 
sponsorship of men’s soccer. The football team wasn't 
a member of the Sun Belt until this past season, and 
Western didn't disband its program before they made 
the transition, they promoted it.
Each class of soccer player will be affected dif-
ferently. Most freshmen will transfer. Unfortunately, 
tomorrow is National Signing Day, and most schools 
will have already given all their athletic scholarships 
by the time the news of the cut sinks in. The sopho-
mores have already spent a year and a half of forming 
friendships and will have to balance friends with a 
few more years of eligibility elsewhere. Most juniors 
will probably stay at Western. They've invested a lot 
of time and talent here just to leave for one more year 
of eligibility.
Those students are more than just athletes. A group 
of six alumni and players (past and present) live 
together on College Street. Those guys, with other 
team members, get together during the week to watch 
the Fox Soccer Channel, or play futsal inside the aux-
iliary gym at Diddle Arena. The team lived together 
as freshmen in Barnes-Campbell and as sophomores 
at Southwest Hall. Every day at 6:30 p.m., it's “Topper 
time” and the team descends on Downing University 
Center to eat dinner together.
This is more than the end of a sport on campus. It's 
the end of a family.
This editorial represents the majority opinion of 
the Herald's 10-member editorial board.
The death of a family
Men's soccer falls to budget cuts despite academic excellence 
STAFF EDITORIAL
Western: Education or    
prestige for rural Kentucky
It seems to me that, in light of budget 
cuts and continued tuition hikes, rural 
Kentuckians on their way to higher edu-
cation and professional life may have 
to start leaving their dreams behind. 
In my 4.5 years at Western, I watched 
my tuition double. That’s a pretty sub-
stantial increase. In that time I saw 
Western's campus transformed. And I 
have to admit, it looked much better 
when I graduated than when I enrolled. 
But I think it is important that we not 
lose the original vision for our state 
school - and that is to provide higher 
education for the people of Kentucky 
who cannot afford the more presti-
gious institutions. I admire schools like 
Vanderbilt, Stanford and Yale. But I 
admire schools like Western even more. 
This is not a school that worships its 
own prestige. It is a school that provides 
Kentuckians a leg up in life. As the 
son of a rural Kentucky dairy farmer, I 
would not have been able to attend one 
of these other schools, but Western pro-
vided the springboard that was needed. 
Now I am well on my way to becoming 
a medical doctor. And for that I am 
grateful. It is my desire that Western 
will not let go of its roots in an effort to 
grow out of its own skin. In just a hun-
dred years, Western has become a really 
good school and I would hate to see it 
become something new, something that 
tosses the people who make it up aside 
in exchange for money or prestige. I'm 
afraid the emperor's new clothes won't 
be all they are hyped up to be. I think 
we should take this budget cut and its 
surrounding troubles as a wake-up call, 
to remember our roots and purpose. The 
mission of education should not be to 
look good in another’s eyes, but to grow 
the ability to better see out of our own. 
Nathan Smith
Alumnus
Men's soccer:  Unanswered 
questions cause concern
Today I was informed by a class-
mate, who happens to play soccer 
for Western, that the soccer program 
is being cut from the school. I AM 
OUTRAGED BY THIS ACT! I don't 
think cutting the soccer program will 
reduce a lot of costs. Why doesn't 
the school find other ways to cut 
costs? For instance, why not all of the 
construction that has been going on 
for years? Having a pretty campus is 
great and all, but I thought the point 
of going to college is to learn ... not 
look at the campus? Many if not all 
of the soccer players have athletic 
scholarships. What are they gonna do? 
These students have worked hard for 
those scholarships ... and now they 
will be gone with the rest of the soc-
cer program. That is not fair! Football 
and basketball are not being looked at 
... so why is the most popular inter-
national sport getting its funding cut? 
The money can come from somewhere 
else ... I know it can. All it takes is cre-
ativity and initiative to find a solution. 
Taking away the soccer program is not 
a solution, it's a cop-out. Thanks. 
Aralashea Thomas 
Montgomery, Ala., senior 
Concealed carry: The right to 
pack, personal responsibility
In Mr. Nolen’s commentary, he 
says that he was troubled at how easy it 
is to obtain a license that “allows me to 
use deadly force.” While using deadly 
force is most certainly a weighty mat-
ter, obtaining a CCDW license does not 
grant you any more right to use force 
than any other citizen. CCDW licenses 
merely grant you the ability to conceal 
a deadly weapon. The statutes of the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky and The 
United States give every citizen the 
right to protect themselves and some 
of us choose to do so by obtaining a 
license to carry concealed. It is legal 
in Kentucky to carry openly without 
any sort of license but doing so would 
definitely draw some undesired atten-
tion. The requirements for obtaining a 
CCDW license in Kentucky are actu-
ally a little less difficult than what Mr. 
Nolen described for Tennessee. The 
point of the tests in the CCDW class is 
not to make sure that you are an expert 
marksman or firearms expert. Such 
a requirement would exclude people 
from the right they have to protect 
themselves. Instead, the class is really 
intended on providing you with infor-
mation on use of force, firearms safety 
and making sure you understand how 
to fire a weapon. Becoming proficient 
with firearms is your own responsi-
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Recruits have already been told the 
program is cut, Wilkins said.
Wilkins said Selig briefed the Board 
of Regents of options for cutting the 
athletic budget during a closed session 
of the board meeting on Jan. 25, and 
the board didn’t object.
Departments across Western had 
to make decisions about where they 
would make cuts, Ransdell said.
Men’s soccer was a Sun Belt-sup-
ported sport when Western joined the 
conference, but the Sun Belt eliminated 
men’s soccer after the 1996 athletic 
season. The team joined the Missouri 
Valley Conference in September 1997. 
Selig said the soccer team was at a 
disadvantage because it has the small-
est travel and operating budget in its 
conference.
If cuts were made across all ath-
letic programs, that would be about the 
equivalent of a $15,000 cut from each 
of the 20 programs, which is the entire 
operating and travel budget for several 
programs.
“Rather than dilute each of our 20 
intercollegiate athletic programs and 
negatively impact the experience of all 
440 student athletes at WKU, we have 
determined the best course of action to 
be the elimination of one entire pro-
gram,” Selig said in a press release.
The amount of money that soccer 
brings in wasn’t considered in the deci-
sion, Selig said. 
The team’s budget is about 
$290,000.
The team won’t be a school-spon-
sored sport when the current fiscal year 
ends in June, Selig said.
“The toothpaste is out of the tube on 
this one,” he said.
A finAl decision
Selig told the soccer players of the cut 
at 7:30 a.m. on Friday. He said this is the 
toughest decision he’s had to make in his 
nine years as athletics director.
“Looking 15 student athletes in the 
eye and telling them we can no longer 
afford the men’s soccer program is 
gut-wrenching,” he said.
The soccer team has the highest 
grade point average of any men’s ath-
letic team at Western. 
Junior left midfielder Dustin 
Downey said that’s largely because 
Holmes emphasizes good grades.
“Not everyone is going pro (in soc-
cer),” Downey said. “You better damn 
well get a good education.”
If the Sun Belt supported soccer, 
there could have been a different deci-
sion, Selig said.
The only way Western could rein-
state men’s soccer is if the Sun Belt 
adds it as a supported program, Selig 
said.
Selig said the athletics department 
looked at the possibility of private 
funding for soccer.
“We could not pin our future hopes 
on the ability to raise that kind of 
money in the future,” he said.
‘soccer . . . it’s my life’
Sophomore forward Brad Magnuson 
said the decision came as a shock.
“Everyone kind of knew from the 
newspaper that there were budget 
problems, but we didn’t think anything 
would happen to us,” he said.
Sophomore defenseman Tim 
Muessig said he’s not upset with the 
athletics department but just at the fact 
he won’t be able to play soccer again 
at Western.
Downey said he felt betrayed and 
couldn’t concentrate in class.
“It’s all I know,” he said. “All I’ve 
ever done is play soccer. It’s my life.”
tAking Action
Athletes from other programs, such 
as basketball, swimming and volley-
ball, have shown their support for the 
soccer team, Downey said. The volley-
ball team wore shirts that said “we love 
men’s soccer” to Saturday’s men’s 
basketball game.
Players made fliers and T-shirts to 
support the efforts to protest the cut, 
he said.
Players met at 8 p.m. on Monday 
in the Meredith Hall lobby to discuss 
their options and seek support from the 
campus sororities.
Downey said he hopes other teams 
will attend today’s rally.
“We want other teams to stand and 
back us up,” he said.
Alumni &                  
neighborhood support
Bowling Green businessman Doug 
Gorman, a former Western soccer 
player, sent an e-mail about the elimi-
nation to Steve Henson, director of 
Southern Kentucky Soccer.
Gorman asked Henson to forward 
the e-mail to his distribution list and 
ask them to e-mail Ransdell and Selig 
to express their feelings about losing 
the program.
Gorman declined to comment on 
any specific action the alumni would 
take to get the soccer team reinstated.
Gorman played for Western from 
1982-85 and continued to support the 
soccer team as something he thinks 
has changed the face of soccer in the 
community.
“It’s a tough pill to swallow that 
we’re going to have the university grow 
at the expense of a few,” he said.
Mark Robson, who played soccer 
for Western from 1993-98, said soc-
cer is relatively inexpensive to fund, 
and the soccer team helped provide 
a diverse culture, because Holmes 
recruited from all over the world.
Robson said the justification doesn’t 
make sense to him.
“We don’t want to talk bad about 
Western,” he said. “Everyone had a 
great experience at Western, but this is 
definitely a sour taste right now.”
QuAlity young men
Western’s soccer team has compiled 
more wins all-time than any other in-
state Division I school. The team was 3-
12-4 last season and has had a 225-241-
33 record since its inception in 1982.
Downey said Holmes hasn’t gotten 
involved in the politics of the cut, but 
is helping the athletes decide how to 
deal with the situation.
“The challenge at hand is to place 
15 underclassmen and the six freshmen 
recruits in the best possible educational 
situations,” Holmes stated in an e-mail. 
“I have learned that it is easier to break 
up a team than to build a new one.”
Coaches and players help coach 
youth soccer leagues in Bowling Green, 
Henson said.
He said the soccer program attracted 
quality young men from all over the 
country and the world.
Players from across the United 
States and from countries such as 
Kenya, Lebanon, Greece and the United 
Kingdom have played at Western.
“Now that’s gone,” he said. “Any 
time you’re not attracting young men 
like that to our community, it’s going 
to have an effect.”
stAte budget cuts
Beshear presented his budget to the 
General Assembly on Jan. 29 and in 
it proposed an additional 11.4 percent 
cut to postsecondary education that 
would have to be approved by the state 
legislature.
The Board of Regents will approve 
a final budget at its meeting April 24 
that will include 3 percent cuts.
It will also approve a budget for the 
2008-2010 biennium that is expected 
to include additional cuts.
Reach the reporters 
at news@chherald.com.
Soccer
“Looking 15 student 
athletes in the eye and 
telling them we can no 
longer afford the men’s 




“It’s a tough pill to swallow 
that we’re going to have 
the university grow at the 
expense of a few.”
— Doug Gorman
Former player
“The challenge at 
hand is to place 15 
underclassmen and the 
six freshmen recruits 
in the best possible 
educational situations. 
I have learned that it is 
easier to break up a team 
than to build a new one.”
— Dave Holmes
Coach
“Everyone kind of knew 
from the newspaper that 
there were budget 
problems, but we didn’t 
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6 sessions & a bottle of lotion FOR ONLY $30
SUMMER SHADE — 
Sophomore Patrick Stewart 
jumped out of his mud-soaked 
four-wheel drive truck at the top 
of his narrow gravel driveway 
and limped toward his Quonset 
hut home.
The building, lined with solar 
panels, sits next to two water 
tanks that store about 4,000 gal-
lons.
The metal-covered house is 
a long arch lined with spray 
insulation. It allows the entire 
building to store solar heat from 
the skylight windows.
While Western and other 
campuses examine alternate 
ways of using energy, Stewart 
is a paradigm of self-reliance 
and proves that reducing one’s 
carbon footprint is a possibil-
ity.
Stewart poured the concrete 
foundation of the eco-friend-
ly house in 2003. Since then, 
he has worked with his wife 
and five children to finish the 
home.
“We just decided that we 
wanted to live off-grid and pro-
vide everything for ourselves,” 
Stewart said.
Stewart, 38, is a member 
of the Honors College and is a 
GreenTopper. 
The GreenToppers co-spon-
sored the Focus the Nation 
teach-in on Global Climate 
Change Thursday with the 
Political Engagement Project. 
The goal of the Teach-In, was 
to raise students’ awareness of 
climate change.
GreenTopper president Sara 
Ferguson, a sophomore from 
Springfield, Tenn., said she 
was pleased with the range of 
opinions the teach-in seminars 
generated. 
“I think it was a success 
because that was the idea—to 
get people to start talking,” 
Ferguson said.
Ferguson said the program 
may be more successful next 
year with more advertising.
“We all talk the talk, but 
Patrick walks the walk,” 
Ferguson said of Stewart.
Stewart said he wanted to 
avoid using coal power — which 
generates toxic waste and causes 
climate change, according to the 
Union of Concerned Scientists, 
an eco-friendly lobby group. 
“I knew that was bad for the 
planet and I wanted to be more 
self-dependent,” Stewart said.
In 1998, Stewart bought 
200 acres to build his house 
in Summer Shade, a small 
town  in Metcalfe County near 
Glasgow. 
Stewart referenced 
Backwoods Home Magazine 
and research from the Internet. 
“I’m basically self-taught, 
I always have been,” Stewart 
said.
Stewart’s solar panels, wind-
mills and a hydro turbine chan-
nel energy through converters 
and battery banks to provide 
household electricity. 
Stewart built the house 
around a cave, which cools and 
provides spring water.
A system of rainwater col-
lection tanks, filters and UV 
treatment provides additional 
water.
The inside of the house looks 
like any suburban house under 
construction, with drywall 
rooms and a full kitchen.
“We don’t go without any-
thing. We’ve got a TV in almost 
every room,” Stewart said.
Stewart’s experience, how-
ever, is different from most 
homeowners.
Stewart built his house 
from the ground up. He bull-
dozed roads into the hillside 
and framed the interior with 
recycled wood beams. 
In 2001, Stewart was work-
ing with his bulldozer when it 
ran over his right leg. 
“I heard something fall, 
turned around, and foomp,” 
Stewart said. “It ran over me.”
Stewart spent a year in bed and 
time at Mediplex Rehabilitation 
Hospital recovering, before 
returning to work on his house. 
The injury also prompted him 
to return to college as a biology 
major at Western.
Stewart lives in McLean Hall 
Tuesdays through Thursdays 
and attends class. He returns to 
Summer Shade for the week-
ends where he works on the 
house and spends time with his 
family. 
Stewart attended Saundra 
Ardrey’s lecture “The Fight for 
Environmental Justice,” during 
the Teach-In. Ardrey is the head 
of the political science depart-
ment.
During Ardrey’s lecture, stu-
dents discussed environmental 
racism. 
They discussed an issue in 
Dickson, Tenn., where county 
landfill officials neglected for 
12 years to inform a black fam-
ily of the presence of a carcino-
gen in their wells. 
Stewart presented an off-
the-grid perspective: the family 
could invest in a UV purifica-
tion system and filters, as his 
family has done. 
“I don’t care what color, 
nationality or whatever you 
are, if you’re being poisoned, 
you need to take care of your-
self and not depend on the 
government or other people,” 
Stewart said. “Your family 
is your family and that’s all 
you’ve got.”
Reach Eileen Ryan 
at news@chherald.com.






Christina Stewart, 33, Summer Shade, carries Ahzstin, 2, right and Aazsrel,1, left. Still under con-
struction, the Stewart’s house was put on hold for a while when christina’s husband, Patrick, injured 
his leg while lifting the house frame.
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 a
He also said he wouldn’t 
attempt to offset the loss with 
tuition increases.
Murray State University 
President Randy Dunn 
presented members with 
charts outlining possible 
effects of a budget cut. One 
showed it would require a 
tuition increase of 26 percent 
to close the gap.
Rather than raise tuition, 
universities would be inclined 
to withdraw from community 
work “to protect the quality 
of teaching and learning,” 
Dunn said.
All presidents stressed this 
topic, telling members that 
higher education is the key 
to economic development, 
and economic development 
is the key to a stable 
Commonwealth.
Northern Kentucky 
University President James 
Votruba gave an example 
of the loss of economic 
development for the state in 
the event of weakened higher 
education.
He said that recently two 
institutional investors who 
planned to invest in a biotech 
facility backed out because 
they “doubted whether we 
could attract, retain or produce 
the talent necessary to make 
that company successful. So 
those investments were not 
made.”
Those s i tuat ions 
compromise Kentucky’s 
economic future, Votruba 
said.
Kentucky State University 
President Mary Sias spoke 
on the repercussions on the 
state of cutting from the 
“historically black college.” 
Those cuts would directly 
harm the state’s most 
vulnerable students.
Eastern Kentucky 
University President Doug 
Whitlock was the final 
speaker. He warned that 
“efficiency and effectiveness” 
aren’t the same.
Several subcommittee 
members said their individual 
experiences with education 
caused them to treat the 
issue of budget cuts with 
the utmost importance and 
sympathy.
Rep. Melvin Henley (D-
Murray) expressed concern 
for higher education to Dunn, 
saying higher education 
enabled him to move from the 
depths of grinding poverty to 
a fairly comfortable lifestyle. 
And because of that he has 
donated his legislative salary 
to scholarships at Murray 
State.”
Reach Holly Brown 
at news@chherald.com.
Impact
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SOFTBALL
The softball games should be 
G-rated this year, so go ahead 
and bring the whole family.
First-year coach Tyra Perry 
introduced a new rule for the 
Lady Toppers this year: no 
cursing.
“One of the few things I 
heard (about Western) that 
bothered me was the language 
was pretty foul,” Perry said. 
“I told (the players) we are 
going represent ourselves in a 
moral fashion and we’re going 
be women of character.”
The former Louisiana State 
Tiger comes to Western after 
starting the softball program 
at Birmingham Southern and 
spending six years at the helm.
She led the Panthers to their 
first-ever winning record in 
2006 and to a total of 146 vic-
tories. 
When BSC transitioned 
down in class to Division 
III, Perry decided to come 
to Western to continue in 
Division I.
“I really liked the campus 
and the facilities. The adminis-
trators were very supportive and 
really seemed to enjoy women’s 
athletics,” Perry said. “People 
around the community always 
have really nice things to say 
about Western.”
Perry played her first two 
years of collegiate softball at 
Nicholls State, and then fol-
lowed her head coach to 
Louisiana State to finish her 
career.
Perry let-
tered in 1997 
and 1998 
at LSU and 
was named 
first-team all-
L o u i s i a n a 
and second-
team National 
F a s t p i t c h 




the Tigers to a 
combined 102-
28 record, lead-
ing the team 
in both home 
runs and walks. 
The Tigers 
won consecu-
tive Southeastern Conference 
West Division titles in her 
two seasons there.
Perry said that she never 
seriously considered coaching 
until after her graduation from 
LSU.  
She graduated with a degree 
in kinesiology and added a mas-
ter’s degree in sports adminis-
tration. She went on to work in 
the LSU athletic department as 
an intern.
Perry decided that adminis-
tration was not in her immediate 
future, so she began searching 
for coaching jobs.












J u n i o r 
pitcher Jennifer 
Kempf said 
Perry runs a 
much more 
structured and 
d i s c i p l i n e d 
team.
“I am learn-
ing a lot more 
about myself. 
We have to be extremely dis-
ciplined,” junior pitcher Ryan 
Rogge said of Perry’s leader-
ship. “She is teaching us to be 
more responsible and to grow 
up a little bit.”
And part of that growing up 
means no more potty mouths in 
the dugout.
 
Reach Corey Ogburn 
at sports@chherald.com.
Perry brings experience,  
discipline, winning pedigree 




At the Rod McCravy 
Invitational, Western’s relay 
teams sent a message to teams 
like Kentucky, Tennessee and 
Texas A&M.
The message was: We are 
Western.
“We come in, everyone won-
ders who Western Kentucky is,” 
junior Steve Wilson said. “I know 
our confidence is higher, and that 
means we feel we have a chance 
to win at outdoor meets.” 
Both the men’s and women’s 
4x400 relay teams recorded top-
10 finishes in the meet, break-
ing indoor program records in 
the process.
The men’s team of Wilson, 
sophomore Terrill McCombs, 
sophomore Gavin Smellie and 
junior Romaine McKay finished 
with a time of three minutes, 
11.19 seconds. 
This beat the previous 
record, of which McCombs and 
Smellie were part, by close to 
two seconds.
The team finished eighth 
overall in the event.
“It was really just amazing,” 
Smellie said. “We had the moti-
vation and determination to just 
go out there and get things done. 
I’m really proud of (the relay 
team) and how they just gave it 
all that they got and we came up 
with a school record.”
The women’s team of sopho-
more Kellie Morrison, senior 
Temi Akojie, senior Valerie 
Brown, and junior Alecia 
Brown ran the relay in a time of 
3:44.25, torching the record by 
over two-and-a-half seconds.
The team finished seventh in 
the event.
“That was a very good run for 
them,” head coach Erik Jenkins 
said of the women’s team. “I 
thought we really needed that 
race in a hot situation.”
Jenkins said that the invita-
tional was good exposure for 
the program.
“What I think that meet 
allowed us to do was to go up 
and showcase some of our bet-
ter athletes, especially here in 
the state of Kentucky,” Jenkins 
said.
In the Indiana Relays, sev-
eral athletes recorded personal 
bests.
Senior Natalie Leeper ran 
the 5,000 meters in a career-
best 17:48.39. She placed fifth 
overall.
In men’s field events, sopho-
more Brian Soverns finished 
sixth in the shot put with a toss 
of 53-9.5, a personal best.
Both teams will compete 
in their final tune-up before 
the Sun Belt Conference 
indoor championships with the 
Middle Tennessee Valentine 
Invitational on Feb. 9.
 
Reach Chris Acree 
at sports@chherald.com.




“One of the few 
things I heard (about 
Western) that both-
ered me was the 
language was pretty 
foul. I told (the play-
ers) we are going 
represent ourselves 
in a moral fashion 
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Rich went 6-for-16 from 
beyond the three-point arc for 
the game. She finished with 
22 points.
Denver was also good from 
beyond arc, going 4-7. The 
Pioneers kept the game within 
reach at 33-26 going into half-
time.
The second half was Kelly’s 
affair. 
She went 15-for-17 from 
the free throw line, scoring 21 
points.
For the game, Kelly hit 18 
of her 20 free throws and went 
6-for-8 from the floor to lead 
all scorers with 30 points.
She also continued to break 
records, getting the mark for 
career field goals made with 
869. 
Kelly, the reigning confer-
ence player of the week, has 
scored more than 500 points 
this season, the fourth time she 
has done so. Kelly is the only 
player in the program’s history 
to accomplish this feat.
Senior forward Sarah 












SBC West), but 
1-3 when trav-
eling to North 
Texas.
“It has defi-
nitely been a 
very tough and 
difficult match-
up every time 
we play North Texas so we 
really don’t expect anything 
different,” Cowles said. 
The last time the two teams 
faced off, North Texas led all 
but three minutes of the contest 
on their way to a 73-65 victory 
at home.
Junior forward Dominique 
Duck said that the Lady 
Toppers’ atti-
tude is a big 




much this year 
by just coming 
out and having 
the right mind-
set,” Duck said. 
“I feel that 
as long as we 
come out men-
tally focused, 
we’ll be okay 
down in North 
Texas.” 
W e s t e r n 
faces the Mean 
Green at 7 p.m. 
tomorrow at the Super Pit in 
Denton, Texas.
Reach Chris Acree 
at sports@chherald.com.
Victory
“We have proven 
so much this year 
by just coming out 
and having the 
right mindset. I feel 
that as long as we 
come out mentally 
focused, we’ll be 
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The College Heights Herald is not responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.
For Sale••••••••••••••••••••
Pets & Animals
3 Bedroom, 1 Bath
Upstairs Apartment




Savannah Thomas, Classifieds Manager
Miscellaneous
For Rent Help Wanted
Textbooks
Panama City Beach, Florida. 
Beachfront hotel with pool. 
Great Rooms, Great Rates! 
Very close to many area 
attractions including 
Spinnaker, and Club LaVela. 
Stay 6 nights, 7th night FREE! 
Mention code 42101 
for discount. Lollye on the 
Beach 1-888-565-5931.
 www.lollye.com
Note to Readers: The College Heights 
Herald screens ads for misleading or 
false claims but cannot guarantee any 
ad or claim. Please use caution when 
answering ads, especially when asked 
to send money or provide credit card 
information.
Earn $800-$3200 a month 
to drive brand new cars 




Injured in an auto accident or 
hurt at work? You may be eli-
gible to receive massage therapy 
treatments at no cost to you. We 
bill insurance company for you.
Call 270-779-4739
••••••••••••••••••••
3 bdrm. duplexes in 
Waterpark area for rent. Very 
large bedrooms and closets. 
Washer and dryer included, 
2 car garage, All utilities, 
electric. Brand new, ready to 
move in as of Feb. 1st.$925/
month. Please call 












Runner needed for busy law 
office. Flexible hours. Call 
Bonnie 782-2760.
$6 for first 15 words 
30¢ each additional word.
Roommate Wanted
 Tuesday’s Paper: 4pm Friday, 
Thursday’s Paper: 4pm Tuesday.
Deadlines:
Pricing:
Want to place a classified 
ad? call today! 745-2653
Cabell Gardens Fall 2008
Executive apartments, one 
block from WKU, 
2 or 3 bedroom $250 each. 










1 BR $539; 2 BR $589
3 Minutes to Campus!
New Fitness Center!
New Business Center & 
Computer Lab! New hard-
wood! Sparkling Pool! 






Locally owned and operated. 
Book Flights, 
Resorts, Hotels, 




Need a roommate?? 
Or looking to be someone’s 
roommate??? Call today to 





Earn up to $150 per day. 
Undercover Shoppers needed 
to judge retail and dining 
establishments. Exp. Not RE. 
Call 800-722-4791
••••••••••••••••••••
3-4 bdrm. house at 
1112 Chestnut.
2 bath Central heat & air. 
W/D hookup. $850; 




Call 270-467-0256 or apply in 






1 Block From WKU
Studio Apartment 
$275/month+deposit and
some utilities. Phone 796-7949.
The adage says, “Experience 
is the best teacher.” Western’s 
men’s tennis team has already 
started putting that saying to 
the test.
Western’s men lost 7-0 to 
Louisville on Friday afternoon, 
but coach Jeff True said that expe-
rience contributed to Saturday’s 
6-3 win over Bellarmine.
“Bellarmine turned out to 
be a much stronger team than 
last year,” True said. “Playing 
a tough team like Louisville 
definitely got us ready.”
The team faced Division-
II opponent Bellarmine on 
Saturday. Senior David 
Bowman said the strength of 
Bellarmine’s team was a sur-
prise.
“This is definitely the best 
Bellarmine team we’ve faced 
since I’ve been here,” he said.
Freshman Currie Martin 
said that because of its member-
ship in Division II, Bellarmine 
scores matches differently 
than the Western players were 
accustomed to. In Division 
I, only one doubles point is 
awarded on a best-two-out-of-
three basis, but in the lower 
division, every doubles match 
counts as a point.
After Bowman and Martin 
won the No. 2 doubles 
match, both Bellarmine’s and 
Western’s teams gathered 
around the third court to watch 
the last match of the doubles 
competition.
“Everybody was getting 
very pumped up, and it defi-
nitely carried over into the sin-
gles matches,” Bowman said.
Bowman also said that the 
team was mentally prepared for 
the Bellarmine match because 
they played a tough Louisville 
team the day before.
Louisville, ranked No. 58 
in the Intercollegiate Tennis 
Association rankings, won 
all three doubles matches and 
only dropped one singles set, 
when Krug picked up a set in 
the No. 2 singles match.
“We play all our matches 
with the intent to win,” True 
said. “We knew it would be a 
very difficult match.”
The men weren’t the only 
Western tennis team in action 
this weekend, however. The 
Lady Toppers lost 6-1 to 
Chattanooga on Saturday.
“Three matches went to three 
sets, so we were obviously very 
competitive,” True said. “It’s 
hard to tell if we’ve improved 
in just a week, but Chattanooga 
is a strong team.”
Junior Marija Djuran had 
Western’s only victory, with a 
6-3, 3-6, 7-6 win in the No. 2 
singles spot.
Both teams return to action 
this weekend at home at the 
Total Fitness Connection. The 
Toppers play Belmont at 7 p.m. 
Saturday. The Lady Toppers 
will play Murray State at 7 
p.m. Friday.
 
Reach Sarah Hyman 
at sports@chherald.com.
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“I just wanted to come out, 
like I said, have fun and play 
basketball,” Lee said.
Lee wasn’t even aware how 
close he was to hitting the 
mark, and when he was told he 
was just nine points away, his 
response was, “That’s tight.”
Lee currently sits third all-
time on the school scoring list, 
247 points away from passing 
McDaniels as the all-time 
scoring leader.
“One of the reasons we’re 
playing well is, we don’t pay 
a lot of attention to individual 
things,” coach Darrin Horn said.
For the second time in as 
many games, the Toppers were 
propelled in the second half by 
a quick start, going on a 15-0 
run and converting on 11 of 
their first 12 field goal attempts, 
finishing 17-25 from the field in 
the second half.
The Toppers scored 29 points 
off Pioneer turnovers.
“Our defensive intensity and 
activity has been really good and 
that’s the thing that continues to 
drive us,” Horn said.
Two nights before, Western 
forced 22 turnovers in its 71-47 
victory over Arkansas Little-
Rock on Thursday.
Denver coach Joe Scott said 
he was impressed by Western’s 
ability to play the game at the 
tempo they wanted to.
“We try to do things where 
we control the game and make 
the game be played the way we 
want it to be played,” Scott said. 
“At no point at all was the game 
ever played in the fashion that 
we want it to be played, so they 
get credit for that.”
Senior guard Tyrone 
Brazelton said he felt the 
Toppers’ depth helped them.
“I definitely think we wore 
them down,” Brazelton said. 
“But I think it was just us making 
an adjustment defensively.”
The Toppers now sit atop 
the East Division standings, 
tied with South Alabama at 10-
1 in the SBC following the 
Jaguars’ loss to North Texas 
last Thursday. 
Western will play at North 
Texas at 7 p.m. Thursday at the 
Super Pit in Denton, Texas.
Reach Andrew Robinson 
at sports@chherald.com.
Denver
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It took Horn just 146 games 
to reach 100 wins. However, of 
the 146, none have been played 
in the NCAA Tournament. Zero 
of the victories have equated 
to a Sun Belt Conference 
tournament championship, or a 
win over a top-25 team.
“Basketball is a team game 
and when it’s all said and 
done, I’d much rather people 
say my teams played really 
hard, that our kids represented 
Western Kentucky well and we 
graduated,” Horn said. “And 
I think we’re doing all those 
things and those are much more 
important to me than a win 
total.”
Horn remains one of the 
bright, young prospects in the 
coaching profession.
Heading into the 2007-2008 
season, he was ranked 14th on 
the Basketball Times’ list of the 
top-40 up-and-coming coaches.
The success early in his 
career gives way to the potential 
of Horn’s name being tossed 
around for vacancies at bigger 
schools.
The Sporting News’ Mike 
DeCourcy recently named 
Horn as a prospect for a South 
Carolina job, to replace the 
retiring Dave Odom.
Horn said he didn’t have 
a reaction last week to being 
named by DeCourcy, and that 
he was “the coach at Western 
Kentucky.”
Athletics Director Wood 
Selig sees it as a good thing for 
a coach’s name to be thrown 
around for jobs at bigger 
schools.
“We perfectly understand the 
competitive marketplace we are 
in,” Selig said. “I would expect 
he is on dozens of short lists by 
BCS member schools. I’d be 
surprised if he wasn’t.”
Saturday night after the game, 
Horn said win 100 honestly 
didn’t mean much to him.
Nonetheless, senior guard 
Courtney Lee had a plan for 
Horn following the game.
“I’m sure we’ll go in the 
locker room and (the) water 
bottles that are left, we’ll 
pour over the top of him and 
celebrate with him,” Lee said 
laughing. “And we’ll put the 
(gel in Horn’s hair) from one 
side to the other.”
Reach Andrew Robinson 
at sports@chherald.com.
Horn
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 0 a
The Toppers had not lost a dual 
meet since  Jan. 29, 2005, when 
Southwest Missouri State downed 
the team by one point.
“When you haven’t lost in three 
years, sometimes you get a little 
overconfident,” Marchionda said.
Louisville, currently ranked 
No. 23 in the Collegeswimming.
com Division I-major rankings, 
had never swept Western in the 
history of the rivalry.
Despite the final results, the 
teams performed well, with 
several records falling before 
the night was over.
Sophomore Sean Penhale 
broke two Ralph Wright 
Natatorium records, and a 
Western school record in the 
1000-yard freestyle. Freshman 
Claire Donahue broke her own 
school record in the 200-yard 
butterfly.
“Breaking records really just 
restates to me that I’m on the 
right track,” Penhale said. “But 
I definitely have a lot more 
work to do.”
Other strong finishes 
included freshman Greg Gerum 
taking first place in the 200-
yard individual medley as well 
as junior Jessica Aspinall’s win 
in the 100-yard backstroke.
Marchionda said the success 
of the younger swimmers will 
help to attract better athletes for 
the future.
The Toppers now turn their 
focus to winning their fourth 
straight Sun Belt Conference 
championship when they return 
to action in Nashville from 
Feb. 28 to March 1. The Lady 
Toppers finished second in last 
year’s competition.
In 2007, the teams had 12 days 
to prepare for the conference 
championship. Marchionda said 
he hopes the extra rest will 
benefit his team.
“After coming up short last 
year, we’re really hoping for 
a conference championship 
this year,” sophomore Maggie 
Skiles said.

















Women’s basketball at North 
Texas, 7 p.m. 
▼ Thursday
Men’s basketball at North 
Texas, 7 p.m.
▼ Friday
Indoor Track and Field at 
Tyson Invitational, Fayettville, 
Arkansas.




New head coach brings 
new attitude to Lady Topper 




Did you hear that sound on Thursday 
night?
No, not the sound of basketballs thud-
ding on the hardwood floor of Diddle 
Arena. This was a different sound.
It came from the Ralph Wright 
Natatorium in Louisville.
This was the sound of perfection meet-
ing its match.
Western’s swim teams were swept by 
Louisville on Thursday night. For the 
men, this meant an end to their streak of 
29 straight dual meet wins. The Toppers 
(8-1) were defeated 184-116, and the Lady 
Toppers (7-2) lost 176-124.
“The team was very disappointed,” 
coach Bruce Marchionda said. “But we 
have to put things in perspective and 








Walker Horn, coach Darrin Horn’s son, 
sat in his seat and looked up toward the 
banners hanging in Diddle Arena Saturday 
night as his father captured career win no. 
100.
He seemed not to be interested in the 
game, a 78-64 victory over Denver, any-
more, but rather trying to take in as much 
Western basketball history as a 4-year-old 
can comprehend.
And as Western enters February on an 
eight-game winning streak, the sixth-lon-
gest in the country, any fan must look up 
at the banners and wonder when another 
addition will be made to the rafters.
“I think we’re starting to see more 
mentality,” Horn said. “And attitude, and 
maturity, and confidence and handling 
situations. And all of those things that are 
important to winning too.”
Horn became the second fastest coach 
in school history to reach 100 wins. The 
fastest to do it was E.A. Diddle, a man 





At halftime of Western’s 78-64 vic-
tory over Denver Saturday night at 
Diddle Arena, announcers introduced 
former Topper greats as part of the 
“Coming Home” festivities.
To name a few, Jim “Big Mac” 
McDaniels, Anthony Winchester and 
Clem Haskins were present.
In the 40 minutes surrounding the 
halftime ceremonies, it was current 
Topper stars that shined, more specifi-
cally on the defensive side of the ball, 
forcing 23 Denver turnovers.
And even for some moments late in 
the second half fans got a glimpse of 
the future.
“(Junior guard) Orlando (Mendez-
Valdez) got to run the team by himself 
for a stretch, which was good,” coach 
Darrin Horn said. “And did a good job 
of it.”
Perhaps more notable for Mendez-
Valdez on Saturday night was his block 
late in the second half that took away 
points from Denver’s Xander McNally.
The Toppers were up 71-47 at the 
time of the block, and Horn said it’s 
good to see the team maintain a good 
focus with a large lead.
Senior guard Courtney Lee finished 
just nine points shy of the 2,000 career 
point plateau. Lee had 22 points against 
the Pioneers.
Lee said he didn’t have any thoughts 
of hitting the 2,000 mark at home.
Past Tops witness present 
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CODY DUTY/HERAlD
Bradenton, Fla. freshmen, D.J.  Magley, tips in a basket during Saturday night’s 
game against Denver. The Toppers beat Denver earning their eighth straight win. 
They will take on North Texas Thursday. 
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
AlTON STRUPP/HERAlD
Senior forward Crystal Kelly puts up a shot during the second half of the lady Toppers’ game against the visiting 
Denver Pioneers. Kelly scored 21 of her game-high 30 points during the second half of the lady Topper’s 69-54 win. It 
was the fifth time this season that Kelly has broken the 30-point mark.
Kelly breaks more records; 
Rich gets hot hand in victory
Denver might think twice the next time they order 
a combo meal. Because the duo of senior forward 
Crystal Kelly and sophomore guard Kenzie Rich 
gave the Pioneers a fit of defensive indigestion.
“We had to pick our poison,” Denver coach 
Pam Tanner said. “(Kelly) was great on the 
boards, and she was phenomenal from the free-
throw line. And Rich hit some big shots in the 
first half.”
 Kelly and Rich carried Western (18-5, 11-0 Sun 
Belt Conference East Division) to a 69-54 victory 
over the Pioneers (17-14, 2-7 SBC West).
Kelly and Rich’s combined 52 points nearly out-
scored the entire Denver squad.
The Lady Toppers basketball team extended their 
winning streak to 12 games and remain undefeated 
in conference play.
“That’s the good thing about our team,” Kelly 
said. “We have so many threats. You can’t just stop 
our post game because we have shooters like Kenzie 
and (freshman forward) Whitney (Ballinger) that are 
going to step up and shoot big threes.”
Rich owned the first half, making four three-
pointers in the first 10 minutes and combining with 
Kelly to score the team’s first 21 points. 
CHRIS ACREE
Herald reporter
S e e  V I C T O R Y ,  p a g e  8 a
▼ Saturday
Indoor Track and Field 
at Tyson Invitational, 
Fayetteville, Arkansas
Indoor Track and Field at 
MTSU Valentine Invitational, 
Murfreesboro, Tenn.
Men’s Tennis vs. Belmont, 7 
p.m.
Women’s Tennis vs. 
Evansville, 3 p.m.
▼ Sunday
Men’s Tennis vs. Cumberland 
(Tenn.), 8 a.m.
Women’s Tennis at Alabama 
State, 2 p.m.
▼ Track
Teams make a name for 
Western in dual meets this 
weekend.   page 8A
▼ Tennis
Toppers, Lady Toppers 




Sophomore guard Kenzie Rich controls the ball 
against Denver. Rich scored 22 points, including six 















BSAs storm through clutter 
to clean Diddle Arena.
page 3B
▼ Behind Big Red
Big Red’s “mom” talks 
about her experiences 
organizing the mascot’s 
endeavors. page 4B
“It gets us closer to a 
nominee. We’ve been 
waiting eight years to 





“Essentially, when it 
comes to May 20 
when Kentucky and 
Western students go 
to vote, their vote 
practically means 
nothing. But Feb. 5 
is a highly influential 






“I think it’s important 
that people are aware 
that African Americans 
don’t just play 
basketball and write 
rap music because 
they write classi-
cal music too. Black 
History Month isn’t just 
about black people; it’s 
about history and we 






The Herald follows a 
freshman through 
fraternity rush. page 2B
QUOTABLE
BSA blitz
NASHVILLE — Republicans and Democrats 
lined the street in front of a Nashville school on 
Saturday, holding signs supporting the John 
McCain and Ron Paul campaigns. 
People crowded into the school gymnasium, 
where Boy Scouts, war veterans, students and 
children stood against an American flag back-
drop.
Western students joined in the crowd, listen-
ing intently to McCain as he spoke about issues 
such as taxes, education and the war on terror. 
It was one of McCain’s last rallies until 
today, Super Tuesday, the day 22 states will 
have presidential primaries.  
Democrats have received more media attention 
recently, because there seems to be a clear nominee 
in the Republican race, said Scott Lasley, assistant 
political science professor.  
Democratic candidates could become the 
first female or black president, Lasley said, and 
that contributes to media coverage as well.
 The Democrats, Lasley said, still have a 
spirited contest. 
But Saturday in Nashville was a day for 
McCain.
Shane Noem, College Republicans vice 
president, gathered with five other students to 
support McCain and hear him speak.
Neither the College Republicans nor the 
College Democrats have decided to endorse a 
candidate.
College Democrats haven’t decided between 
supporting Sen. Hillary Clinton or Sen. Barack 
Obama, said Tim Morris, former president of 
the College Democrats. 
The College Republicans wanted members 
to support the candidate of their choosing until 
one is nominated. 
The club will support that candidate in the 
general election, Noem said.
The club has instead been focusing on the 
congressional race. It is backing Sen. Brett 
Guthrie (R-Bowling Green) who asked for their 
support during the race.
Still, many members of College Republicans 
are ROTC students and students with military 
backgrounds. 
That means there is large support for McCain, 
a Vietnam War veteran, Noem said, adding that 





MIKE HUCKABEE HILLARY CLINTON MITT ROMNEY BARACK OBAMA
JOHN MCCAIN
S e e  T U E S D A Y ,  p a g e  3 b
LUKE SHARRETT/HERALD
Republican presidential 
hopeful John McCain speaks 
to supporters in Nashville, 
about topics such as the 
war in Iraq, healthcare and 
taxes, during a rally Saturday 
morning. McCain’s stop in 
Nashville was part of his last 
minute campaign blitz before 
the “Super Tuesday” prima-
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Louisville freshman Will 
Hoagland anxiously walked down 
College Street Thursday night.
Clad in his best button-down 
shirt and hoping to find broth-
erhood, he met the men of the 
12 social fraternities of the 
Interfraternity Council.
Hoagland was one of the 
59 students who participated in 
spring fraternity recruitment.
Going into recruitment, 
Hoagland had some Greek ties 
in his family. His mother and 
sister were members of the Delta 
Delta Delta sorority, and his 
father and uncle were members 
of Sigma Chi. But family history 
had nothing to do with going 
through recruitment.  
Hoagland wanted to get more 
involved in school, have a group 
of friends to hang out with and 
also gain a sense of brotherhood. 
He waited until spring for 
recruitment so he could see 
what school was like first.
Day One: Wednesday- 
Beginning of Recruitment
Candidates reported to 
Downing University Center. Their 
two main rules were to stay out of 
trouble and be out of the fraternity 
houses by 10 p.m. each night. 
They received cards to be 
stamped by every fraternity to 
show they had met with each one. 
Nerves weren’t a factor for 
Hoagland. All he anxiously 
wanted to do was see what each 
fraternity house was like.
“It’s a thousand times more 
relaxed,” said Stephen Biles, 
a Lexington junior and Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon fraternity mem-
ber, about spring recruitment 
compared with fall.  
Hoagland toured seven fra-
ternity houses Wednesday. He 
ate food, hung out and talked 
with members of fraternities 
such as Lambda Chi Alpha, 
FarmHouse, Sigma Chi and 
Pi Kappa Alpha. While at the 
houses, they discussed extracur-
ricular activities in high school 
and other small talk.
Day Two: Thursday
Hoagland once again made 
his presence known in more fra-
ternity houses. He toured houses 
such as Delta Tau Delta, Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon and Sigma Phi 
Epsilon. He was starting to feel 
a connection to members at a 
few organizations.
Day Three: Friday
Friday, Hoagland only spent 
time with the fraternities he was 
interested in.
“It didn’t seem like a rush 
day at all,” he said.
At this point, Hoagland felt 
comfortable. At 10 p.m. he and 
all the other candidates left all 
fraternity houses so members 
could deliberate on whom to 
give bids to. A bid is a formal 
invitation to join a fraternity.
Day Four: Saturday- Bid Day
At noon, all the fraterni-
ties gathered outside DUC and 
waited for the word to send all 
recruits in to sign their bids. 
Hoagland received three bids 
and signed with SAE. He felt he 
fit the most with this fraternity, 
he said.
After signing, he was con-
gratulated and put on his new 
fraternity shirt. To celebrate, 
they went out to eat.
Overall, Hoagland had a fun 
experience. 




Spring recruitment more 








Erin Haga, 20, an Alpha Omicron Pi little sis for Sigma Alpha Epsilon, talks with Louisville freshman 
Will Hoagland, 18, during the last night of rush Friday.
The sound of fresh brew-
ing coffee and keyboards tap-
ping throughout Java City 
couldn’t drown out the voices 
of the people, of all ages and 
races, that came to participate 
in the Western’s first African-
American Read-In yesterday.
The Read-In, one of the many 
events taking place throughout 
February to celebrate Black 
History Month, has been a tra-
dition throughout the nation for 
the past 19 years. People read 
excerpts of their favorite black 
literature.
“This event gives us an 
excellent reason to celebrate 
the works of African-American 
writers, while at the same time 
allowing students, faculty and 
staff to come together,” said 
Cindy Troutman, Marketing 
Coordinator for University 
Libraries.
For Ashley Litsey, a 
Hodgenville junior, the event 
was more important to her than 
just reading words off a piece 
of paper.
“I’m reading a part of ‘Coffee 
Will Make You Black,’ by April 
Sinclair because I think it’s real-
ly important to see how some-
one really lived during the Civil 
Rights movement,” Litsey said.
Litsey said she hopes many 
people participate in Western’s 
Black History Month events 
because they celebrate an impor-
tant part of America’s past.
“I think its important that 
people are aware African-
Americans don’t just play bas-
ketball and write rap music 
because they write classical 
music too,” she said. “Black 
History Month isn’t just about 
black people, it’s about history 
and we are all a part of it.”
Monica Burke, Associate 
Director of Diversity Programs, 
believes the month is about 
expanding horizons.
“When students come to col-
lege, they come to broaden their 
horizons and learn how to deal 
with different groups of peo-
ple,” she said. “Black History 
Month is just one part of that 
experience.”
The event also showcases 
how important literacy is in 
America, Burke said.
“Blacks were not allowed to 
learn how to read in the past,” she 
said. “So not only is this a way 
to emphasize the essentials of 
literacy in society, it is also a way 
to bring the works the African-
American writers to life, to show 
just how far we’ve come.”




“This is a really great way to 
show that black people do not 
just play basketball and write 
rap music,” Ashley Litsey a 
junior from Hodgenville, Ky., 
said before reading at the 
African-American Read-In at 
Java City Monday. Anyone 
was allowed to read a excerpt 
from a book, a poem, a song 
or a speech from an African-
American author. Mike Binder, 
Dean of Libraries, along with 
other students, participated in 
the event.
LOREN GIFFORD/HERALD
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Jake Berghaus, former 
secretary of the College 
Democrats, said he hopes a 
Democratic president would bring 
an upturn in the economy as well 
as pull the troops out of Iraq.
He didn’t get to see Sen. 
John Edwards when he was in 
Nashville Jan. 28, but is eager 
to see the outcome of Tuesday’s 
primaries.
“It gets us closer to a nominee,” 
Berghaus said. “We’ve been 
waiting eight years to get this 
nomination over with.” 
“America’s greatest 
challenges are ahead of us,” 
McCain said about the economy 
of the country. “America’s 
greatest days are ahead of us.”
Jeremy Roe, a sophomore 
from Clarksville, Tenn., thought 
that McCain’s stance on 
education was interesting. The 
senator supports home schooling 
and making public schools more 
competitive.
McCain also said he believes 
he could unify the Republican 
Party if elected president.
“I see him as somewhat of a 
libertarian,” Roe said. 
He said McCain could finish 
the war in Iraq and work with 
Democrats in the House of 
Representatives. 
McCain said he’s optimistic 
about Super Tuesday, but 
wasn’t taking anything for 
granted. 
He left Nashville  on 
Saturday for rallies in 
Birmingham, Ala. and Atlanta 
where he planned to emphasize 
his pro-life and conservative 
stances.
The six Western students at 
the rally said they would vote 
for McCain if he was on the 
ticket, and they feel that he will 
be after Tuesday.
McCain said he assumes he’ll 
be on the Republican ticket too.
Kentucky’s late primary May 
20 and draws little attention — 
disappointing for Noem.
“Essentially, when it comes 
to May 20 when Kentucky and 
Western students go to vote, 
their vote practically means 
nothing,” Noem said. “But 
Feb. 5 is a highly influential 
vote for Kentucky and Western 
students.”
Reach the reporters 
at news@chherald.com.
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Betty Flora has worked as a 
Western building service atten-
dant for more than 30 years. She 
can’t remember how long she’s 
had season tickets.
“I’ve been going to ball 
games for years,” she said. 
She attended Saturday’s 
men’s basketball game against 
Denver. But within about two 
minutes, she started preparing 
for work.
“Most of the workers just 
come in after the game,” Flora 
said.
The buzzer sounds. The 
streamers fall onto the court. 
The players rush off. The sea of 
red that fills the bleachers sinks 
into the drain-hole exits on the 
four corners of Diddle Arena.
All that’s left are boxes of 
popcorn, its contents on the 
floor with napkins and plastic 
cups still half full of soda.
The game’s over. Flora and 
six other BSAs walk into the 
arena.
Their task is to clean up 
before morning.
“I don’t know if it’s ever 
easy,” Flora said.
After two-and-a-half hours of 
work, BSAs make time and a 
half. Most volunteer. Before the 
game, names are drawn out of a 
cup to see who gets to work.
“Everybody gets a chance,” 
said Flora.
The BSAs clean up to the red 
rails in the seating.  
White Glove Inspection takes 
care of maintenance above the 
rails. It’s in its second year 
working at Diddle.
The process begins.
Pour leftover liquid into 
buckets.
Diddle superintendent Freda 
Hazel said they may fill up to 15 
two-and-a-half-gallon buckets.
“It wouldn’t surprise me if 
we didn’t dispose of 75 to 150 
gallons of drinks,” White Glove 
owner Billy Barns 
said.
Pick up all of the 
“big stuff” manu-
ally; put it in plastic 
bags.
By the end of the 
night, the trash is 
piled outside of the 
compactor.
“It was so full we 
couldn’t put anymore in,” Hazel 
said.
Barns said on average they 
fill about 100 trash bags.
Blow small things out of the 
aisles. Mop aisles and floors. 
Sweep trash in hallways.
“Each person is doing some-
thing different,” Hazel said.
Clean bathrooms, dressing 
rooms, stairs, elevators, ramps, 
booths and halls.
“We usually just start at the 
top and work our way down,” 
Flora said.
Hazel said there’s a lot of 
food wasted.
“Good stuff, too,” she said. 
“They could take it to the 
Salvation Army.”
But it’s already thrown away, 
she said.
Centerplate takes care of the 
food and cleaning in the suites. 
The company also handles the 
concessions.
David Ramsey, executive 
chef for Centerplate, said how 
much food they use varies. He 
said as the season goes on, the 
food volume usually increases.
Ramsey spends at least 16 
hours prepar-
ing food. He said 
for basketball, 
Centerplate uses 
50-pound ice bags 
to fill with pop-
corn.
“For a double 
header, we use 
about 35 bags,” he 
said.
He said football uses about 
100 bags.
“You just wrap your brain 
trying to get it all put in a 24-
hour stretch.” 
A basketball game may take 
only a couple of hours, but the 
BSAs may clean for five or six 
hours afterward. 
Saturday, Flora didn’t clock 
out until quarter after five in the 
morning.
“It’s been an experience,” 
Flora said. “We’re a team. 
Everybody helps everybody.”
Reach Ryan W. Hunton
at news@chherald.com.
NathaN MorgaN/ herald
Glenn Bolling cleans up after Saturday’s basketball game at diddle arena. Bolling has been working 
for Facilities Management for seven years. 
For BSAs, work begins 
after buzzer in Diddle
rYaN W. hUNtoN
Herald reporter
FACULTY AND STAFF Tuesday
“We usually 
just start at the 
top and work 
our way down.”
— Betty Flora
 Building service attendant
HERALD
Tuesdays & Thursdays
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2007-2008 FACULTY AWARDS
Faculty Award for Teaching
Faculty Award for Research/Creativity
Faculty Award for Public Service
Faculty Award for Student Advisement
Nominations for WKU full-time faculty members are now being accepted for the 2007-2008 college and university-wide Faculty 
Awards. The areas of University Libraries and Information Technology may jointly select two awardees: one for research/creativity and 
one for public service. The Bowling Green Community College may select three awardees: one for teaching, one for public service, 
and one for student advisement. Each of the other colleges - the College of Education and Behavioral Sciences, College of Health and 
Human Services, Gordon Ford College of Business, Ogden College of Science and Engineering, and Potter College of Arts & Letters 
- may select four awardees: one for teaching, one for research/creativity, one for public service, and one for student advisement. Only 
full-time faculty members are eligible for these awards, and each nomination must be for a single individual (joint or team 
nominations are not accepted).
Nominations may be made using the form below or completing the nomination form available in the Office of the Provost and Vice 
President for Academic Affairs or the Academic Deans and Departmental offices.  The deadline for submitting applications is 
Monday, February 18, 2008. The College winners of each award will be considered for the University-wide awards, and one overall 
winner in each category will be chosen. The WKU Alumni Association makes a cash award to each recipient of the university-wide 
awards and the university provides an engraved silver bowl to each.  The award winners are recognized annually at an appropriate 
ceremony.
I hereby nominate from the Department of
 for the:
Teaching Award Public Service Award 
Research/Creativity Award  Student Advisement Award
Nominee’s Address 
Phone Number     E-mail Address 
In support of the nomination, I would like to add the following comments: 
Your Name 
Address  City, State, Zip Code 
Department  Phone Number E-mail Address 
___Faculty  ___Staff  ___Alumnus ___Student ___Other
Please return form to: FACULTY AWARDS
Office of the Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
Western Kentucky University, WAB 239
1906 College Heights Blvd.
Bowling Green, KY 42101




Behind every great mascot is 
a great woman.
At least that’s the case with 
Big Red.
For the last six years, Paula 
Davids has spent most of her 
time in Diddle Arena as an ath-
letic marketing assistant, orga-
nizing Big Red’s public appear-
ances and activities. 
Davids began working with 
Big Red as a temporary job and 
loved it so much she stayed.
Known as “Big Red’s mom” 
to the five students who play Big 
Red, Davids spends most of her 
time working with the mascot. 
She’s spent many late nights 
cleaning the suit and prepar-
ing him for his next basketball 
game, she said. 
Davids owns a Sears front 
loader washing machine that’s 
large enough to fit the whole suit. 
She hangs the suit to dry in the 
hall at home for at least 36 hours, 
so he doesn’t become “sour.”
But that’s not all she does.
Behind the scenes, Davids 
plans who does what and when. 
She also negotiates deals with 
companies interested in Big 
Red for advertisements, such 
as the ESPN and Capital One 
commercials. 
She owns a large planner and 
uses pink, blue, yellow and green 
highlighters to color-code each 
of the five regular Big Reds.
Big Red has more than 200 
yearly appearances, not includ-
ing basketball games. 
“I was a student when Big 
Red was introduced,” Davids 
said. “I have a history with Big 
Red and love his image of being 
a happy, lovable mascot. I feel 
like I’m back home again.”
Friend and Bowling Green 
resident Sybil Breiwa keep in 
contact with Davids weekly and 
help with her sewing jobs. 
Breiwa designs the jerseys and 
sews them on the suit because 
Big Red has no shoulders.
“They are all original 
designs,” Breiwa said. “I just 
took each team jersey and made 
a copy so Big Red could look 
like the team.”
Breiwa said Davids stays on 
call almost every day of the 
week working with Big Red. 
She admires Davids’ dedication 
to the mascot and Western.
“She is so motherly and is just 
an awesome person all around,” 
she said. “When she asked me 
to help, I jumped on the band-
wagon and wanted to help.”
Mark Greer, the second per-
son to play Big Red when he was 
introduced, attends almost every 
game. He also said Davids is the 
perfect woman for the job.
“Big Red is one big kid,” 
Greer said. “He needs the guid-
ance of a mother like her. She 
must be a strong woman to 
handle all of Big Red’s antics.” 
Davids enjoys knowing 
Big Red is loved around the 
nation, even in places such as 
California. 
Davids likes how he goes 
around Bowling Green, she 
said.
“It is great getting to see how 
he interacts with the crowd,” 
Davids said. “We get requests 
from people in Wisconsin who 
love Big Red and want his auto-
graph.”
Davids said she loves seeing 
him interact with children at 
birthday parties and commercial 
gigs. 
Davids loves all the students 
who portray Big Red and has 
a hard time letting them leave 
when they graduate. She still 
keeps in touch with a few. 
“It hurts when one of the 
students leaves,” she said. “It is 
like losing a son or daughter.”
Reach Jill Erwin 
at diversions@chherald.com.
Paula Davids, Western’s 
Athletic Marketing Assistant, 
has worked at Western for 
more than five years. Davids 
got the nickname of Big Red’s 
mom due to her heightened 
involvement with Big Red’s 
appearances and interaction 
with people. “It’s a family atmo-
sphere here,” Davids said. 
JENNA SMITH/HERALD
Big Red’s ‘mom’ keeps furry 
mascot clean, on schedule
It’s difficult trying to write a 
review for something regarded 
as one of the worst tragedies of 
the 20th century.
“The Diary of Anne Frank.” 
The name alone strikes a note 
in our hearts, causing tears to 
well up.  
The story of a girl who hoped 
to be a Hollywood starlet, to be 
loved by fans and accepted by 
the world, was one that was 
ultimately ended by the political 
schemes of a genocidal empire.
On Friday, the Public Theatre 
of Kentucky gave a performance 
documenting Frank’s struggle 
during the Holocaust, where she 
attempted to maintain secrecy 
with her family as they lived in 
the “secret annex” of her father’s 
business. The play portrayed a 
cramped living situation and its 
effect on a group of people. It 
showed that when faced by des-
peration, people will do almost 
anything to stay alive.
The crowd was captured, 
hanging onto every word, gap-
ing at every scene, attempting 
to hold back their tears at the 
moments when they knew their 
hearts would go vacant.  
Teresa Christmas, a Bowling 
Green native, said it was a fan-
tastic show.  
“I don’t know how they 
could act with all of us sobbing 
in the crowd,” she said.  
The emotional toll was ragged 










wasn’t a dry 
eye in the 
theatre.  
English instructor Marie 
Guthrie portrayed Miep Gies, 
one of the people responsible 
for keeping the Franks and the 
Van Daans alive.  
Guthrie, who has acted since 
she was 14, said the play had 
a message that’s still prevalent 
today, referring to the genocides 
in Darfur.  
Jeffrey Beard, theatre and 
dance department faculty mem-
ber, said this type of play is 
important to see.  “It’s amazing 
how everything goes in cycles, 
especially now when people 
deny how something like this 
happened,” he said.
The play itself was a decent 
showing, giving the emotion-
al turmoil one would almost 
embrace or expect, depending 
on what that person was going 
to watch the play for.   
One scene in particular  which 
struck the audience was the end-
ing monologue performed by 
Bob Karrick, who played Otto 
Frank.  
The mono-
logue told the 
audience of the 
horrors each 
member of the 
caste of refu-
gees faced when 
caught. The 
pain, the misery, 
the torture. How some died by 
firing squads and others from 
disease.
The part that grabs onto the 
viewer’s soul is when he talks 
about Anne and how life treated 
her in the end, dying alone. 
A play can portray a message 
people sometimes don’t entirely 
see at the moment. With every 
year, there is another little Anne 
dying and another diary docu-
menting the struggles we go 
through. 
Reach Eric Isbell 
at diversions@chherald.com.
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To all my girlies on 1485 State!
Don’t know what I would do 
without you all! Hope you have 




I can’t believe you put up with 





You’re the greatest guy ever! 
Hope you have a wonderful
day! See you tonight!
 XOXO,
Abby
ONLY $6 for a 15 word message, 
$.25 each additional word
A unique way to send a message to a loved one, sorority sister or a friend.
Call Today 270-745-2653!
Historical play, ‘Diary 
of Anne Frank,’ leaves 
audience emotional
COLUMN
An educational version 
of “Pimp My Ride” land-
ed in Cumberland Trace 
Elementary School this past 
week. It didn’t involve Xzibit 
or a car that needed a seri-
ous makeover. But there were 
desks formerly used by hard-
working students which were 
transformed into  pieces of 
art.
Artists from all over the 
Bowling Green area helped 
transform these desks for the 
Arts Festival and Auction on 
Thursday.
Cumberland Trace 
Elementary will host the 
fourth annual auction at 5:30 
p.m. on Thursday. Displays 
will be on hand from artists 
who are elementary school 
students all the way to well-
known local artists.
Miwon Choe, associate 
art education professor, said 
that this is a joint effort and 
it’s supported by Provost 
Initiatives for Excellence, 
with all local artists and 
Warren County art teachers.
The event was organized 
and aided by the school’s 
principal, Mary Evans, and 
artist in residence, Teresa 
Christmas. Christmas said 
that Cumberland Trace was 
one out of five schools cho-
sen in the state for model art.
Money raised at the auction 
will benefit the Parent Teacher 
Association of Cumberland 
Trace and go towards the art 
program there.
Western is also involved 
with the exhibition. The art 
department supplied students 
and faculty to help with the 
event. 
Choe helped lead 
Western’s involvement. She 
and students from the Hill 
helped with exhibition.
The art department gave 
its support through the Art 
Education Pre-Service teach-
ers and the WKU Art Guild.   
They put in at least a 
week’s worth of work into 
the desks.
The Art Guild’s desk theme 
was “ScienceSaur Meets the 
RocketBunny.”
There were two desks cre-
ated by the pre-service art 
teachers. The first was “The 
Magic School Desk” and the 
second was “Aesop’s Fables.” 
One pre-service art teach-
er, Browder senior Erin 
Thompson, is a member of 
Choe’s class and worked with 
the auction as a class project.
Another student who was 
involved was Elizabethtown 
senior Catron Burdette. 
She, like Thompson, was in 
Choe’s class and wanted to 
help the community appreci-
ate the arts.
Both are art education 
majors and are pursuing 
careers in teaching art.  
“I really wanted to pursue 
a career in the arts and to help 
children better understand the 
importance of art,” Burdette 
said.
She said it’s a great oppor-
tunity and Western’s first 
chance to participate in art 
advocacy through Cumberland 
Trace. She’s also hoping for a 
good turnout and that they 
continue these projects in the 
future.




Auction features art from 
children, college students
BOWLING GREEN
Bardstown senior Sarah 
Wynn, uses mod podge 
gloss to coat a desk in the 
fine arts center. Western’s 
Wynn and three other art 
education majors drew 
depictions of Aesop’s Fables 
on the desk. Wynn said her 
part took about eight hours 
to create. The desks were  
donated to Cumberland 
Trace Elementary School, to 





“i don’t know how they 
could act with all of us 




student news. faculty news. alumni news. all news.
Michelle Thornsbury and Alyssa Phelps perform in “The Diary of Anne Frank” on Friday at the Public 
Theatre of Kentucky. The show ran from Jan. 18-Feb. 3.
LoREN GiFFoRD/THE HERALD
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                     AS AN AMERICAN
                                                     YOU CAN MAKE A  C O M M I T M E N T.
                                                               FULFILL  A  C O M M I T M E N T.
                                                                 BREAK  A  C O M M I T M E N T.
                                                        THERE ARE BIG  COMMITMENTS.
                                                                    SMALL  COMMITMENTS.
                                                                            COMMITMENTS   YOU NEVER
                      WANTED TO  MAKE IN  THE  F IRST  PLACE.
                                              YOU CAN EITHER FEAR  C O M M I T M E N T 
                                                      OR  EMBRACE IT.
            AS AN AMERICAN AND
          A MARINE CORPS OFFICER
                                                                     YOUR C O M M I T M E N T  WILL  IMPACT
                                                                                                            THE  FUTURE OF  THIS  NATION. 
FEW CAN BE  MARINES.
EVEN FEWER CAN LEAD THEM.
CAN YOU?
